Reflecting on Laudato Si’s
message of solidarity, and the
wisdom of Indigenous People




FOREWORD

On 24 May, 2015, Pope Francis issued his encyclical letter on caring for our common home,
Laudato Si". Each year, Laudato Si’ Week gives us an opportunity to renew our commitment to
respond to the cries of the earth and the cries of the poor. During Laudato Si’ Week 2024 (May 19
- 26), you are encouraged to tap into the ecological wisdom of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples in Australia (as mentioned in Decree 8 of the Australian Plenary Council of 2022)
and Indigenous Peoples everywhere.

Below is one of the prayers with which Pope Francis concluded Laudato Si". We encourage you to
pray this prayer each day of Laudato Si’ Week, reflecting on what God is calling us to do to care for
the earth and for all who live on it.

In the following pages, you will find information on some of the ecological problems faced by
Indigenous Peoples and the work Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples are doing to heal

country. We hope that this can inspire you in your own Laudato Si’ journey.

A GHRISTIAN PRAYER IN
UNION WITH GRERTION

Laudato Si’ No. 246

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and your
tender love.

Praise be to youl

Son of God, Jesus,
through you all things were made.

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,

you became part of this earth,

and you gazed upon this world with human eyes.
Today you are alive in every creature

in your risen glory.

Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light

you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts

and you inspire us to do what is good.

Praise be to youl
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Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you

in the beauty of the universe,

for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness

for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined

to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world

as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,

that they may love the common good, advance the
weak,

and care for this world in which we live.

The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,

for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.

Praise be to youl

AMEN
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GET INVOLVED

For as the body without spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
James 2:26 PR
g .

A common refrain within Laudato Si’ is the need

forimmediate action. Some readers may
already be familiar with the Laudato Si" Action
Platform, encouraging dioceses, schools,
parishes, and individuals to make and share
their own commitments to responding to
Laudato Si".

Laudato Si’ week is an opportunity not only to
reflect on the messages contained within the
text, but what actions and changes we can
make in our own lives.

SUGGESTED AGTIONS

« Encourage your employer, school, or parish
to create a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and join
the Laudato SI’ Action Plan with the help of
your local Caritas Australia Director.
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org

. Ask members of parliament to support the
expansion of Caring for Country programs,
that encourage sharing knowledge and
collaborative responses to ecological
challenges.

. Listen to the Dead River podcast on the
Mariana Dam disaster and share it with
others -
https://pogustgoodhead.com/dead-river-
podcast/list

. Make sure your gardens have native
species and trees, to support our unique
ecosystem
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St Francis of Assisi, Patron Saint of Ecology, and the Poor

Reduce your personal contributions to
CO2 emissions, for example by cycling or
taking public transport, or reducing your
meat consumption.

Advocate for your organisation to make a
plan to reduce energy usage and transition
to install solar panels.

Join the QOur Islands, Our Home campaign,
and ensure Torres Strait Islander peoples
are fairly supported in mitigating the
threats of climate change:
https://ourislandsourhome.com.au/

Reach out to local First Nations groups and
take the opportunity to learn about
Indigenous culture in Australia, and reflect
on what we can learn from 60,000 years of
historic practices in caring for country.
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Other seeds fell on good soils and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty MATTHEW 13:8
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In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed:
' h h hol :
you guided them by your strength to your holy abode EXODUS 15:13
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He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up

the lowly
LUKE 1:52
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For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in
their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the

neat ISAIAH 25:4
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THIS LAND IS IN OUR HEARTS, IT
TEAGHES US, IT IS OUR
WLEDGE, IT IS OUR WISDOM
WE WANT IT TO STAY AS IT IS.

Rose Laynabalaynba, Cultural Caretaker

THE 84 CURRENT INDIGENOUS PROTECTED
AREAS COVER 87 MILLION HECTARES OF
RUSTRALIA, REPRESENTING 50%o OF OUR
NATIONAL RESERVE SYSTEM

IN 2021, THE IPA PROGRAM WAS EXPANDED

T0 ALSO COVER SER COUNTRY, PROTECTING
OUR MARINE BIODIVERSITY

IN 2017, THE IPA PROGRAM WAS
RECOGNISED INTERNATIONALLY FOR ITS
LEADING EFFORTS TO COMBAT
DESERTIFICATION AND LAND DEGRADATION
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Within the simple truth that we and society exist within
nature, we find a deeper understanding of our
relationship with the environment; it cannot be
regarded as some separate space outside of our cities,
but rather a complex web that we are in constant
interaction with. (LS. no 139)

Indigenous Australians have long understood that they
are a part of country, not separate from it, and that the
wellbeing of the land is synonymous with
the wellbeing of the people who inhabit it.

Indigenous Protected areas, first established in 1993,
recognise the wisdom and stewardship of First Nations
people in caring for country, protect the biodiversity of
the land, and the cultural values of Indigenous peoples,
ensuring that these gifts can be passed on for future
generations to enjoy.
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