The Lord’s Prayer

(With comments adapted from the writings of Simone Weil)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Our Father who art in heaven 

God is our Father. We belong to God.  He loves us.  We don’t have to search for God, we only have to turn our eyes towards him.  It is for God to search for us.  We must be happy that God is infinitely beyond our reach.  This means that the confusion and pain we cause does not sully God’s place or love in our life. We must not impose our own ideas upon God as our father.  We must not fabricate idols, either to adore or to pull down.  To pray to our father is to enter into the mystery of the Holy Trinity, that is, as God is, and as Jesus revealed God to us.  When Jesus came to us and we called him ‘Son of God’ it gave a new meaning to ‘father’.  Only when you are a true daughter or a true son can you rightfully call someone ‘father’.

Hallowed be thy name

To call God ‘holy’ is to immerse oneself in the innermost mystery of God and in the drama of our humanity and its salvation. Asking that God’s name be ‘holy’ draws us into the plan of loving kindness for our lives now and in the world to come, “according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ”, that we might “be holy and blameless before him in love” (Ephesians 1, 9).  God’s name is holiness itself.  In asking for its holiness we are asking for something that exists eternally, with full and complete reality so that we can neither increase nor diminish it.  To ask for that which exists, that which exists really, infallibly, eternally, quite independently of our prayer, that is the perfect petition.

Thy Kingdom come
This concerns something to be achieved, something not yet here.  The Kingdom of God means the complete filling of the entire soul with the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit blows where it wills.  We can only invite him.  We must not even try to invite him in a definitive and special way to visit us or anyone else in particular or even everyone in general; we must just invite him purely and simply so that our thought of him is an invitation, a longing cry.  It is as when one is in extreme thirst; then one no longer thinks of the act of drinking in relation to oneself, or even of the act of drinking in a general way.  One merely thinks of water, actual water itself, but the image of water is like a cry from our whole being.  By discerning according to the Spirit, Christians have to distinguish between the growth of the Kingdom of God and the progress of the culture and society in which they are involved.  This distinction is not a separation.  Humanity’s vocation to eternal life does not suppress, but actually reinforces its duty to put into action in this world the energies and means received from the Creator to serve justice and peace (see the Second Vatican Council document– Church in the Modern World).

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven
Here we are asking for the eternal conformity of everything in time with the will of God. Our desire pierces through time to find eternity behind it.  We have to desire that everything that has happened should have happened, and nothing else.  We have to do so, not because what has happened is good in our eyes, but because God has permitted it, and because the obedience of the course of events to God is in itself an absolute good.  Our own spiritual rising and falling are details in the immense sea of events and are tossed about with the ocean in a way conforming to the almighty will of God. Since our failures in the past have come about, we have to desire that they should have come about.  We have to cast aside all other desires for the sake of our desire for eternal life.  We have to think of eternal life as one thinks of water when dying of thirst and yet at the same time we have to desire that we and our loved ones should be eternally deprived of this water rather than receive it in abundance in spite of God’s will, if such a thing were conceivable.

“Although he was a son, [Jesus] learned obedience through what he suffered” (Heb 5, 8).  How much more reason have we to learn obedience – we who are, through him, children of adoption?

Give us this day our daily bread
Christ is our bread. Bread is a daily necessity for us. We cannot store it.  Our consent to Christ’s presence is the same as his presence.  There is a transcendent energy whose source is in heaven and this flows to us as soon as we wish for it.  It is a real energy.  It performs actions through the agency of our souls and of our bodies.  We should ask for this food.  We ought not to bear to go without it for a single day.  Yet the presence of those who hunger because they lack bread opens up another profound meaning for this petition.  The drama of world hunger calls Christians to pray for and exercise responsibility toward the human family.

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us
An astonishing petition; this is a love that loves to the end.  At the moment of saying these words we must have remitted everything that is owing to us.  Every time we give anything out we have an absolute need that at least the equivalent should come into us, and because we need this we think we have a right to it.  Our debtors comprise all beings and all things; they are the entire universe.  We think we have claims everywhere. In every claim we think we possess there is always the idea of an imaginary claim of the past on the future.  This is the claim we have to renounce.

To have forgiven our debtors is to have renounced the whole of the past in a lump.  It is to accept that the future should still be virgin and intact, free of the bonds our imagination thought to impose on it.  In renouncing in one stroke all the fruits of the past without exception, we can ask of God that our past sins may not bear their miserable fruit.  So long as we cling to the past God cannot stop this miserable fruiting.  We cannot hold onto the past without retaining our crimes, for we are unaware of what is most essentially bad in us.  The forgiveness of debts is spiritual poverty, spiritual nakedness. It is death.  If we accept death completely we can ask God to make us live again. Pardon is purification.  

And lead us not into temptation,

The only temptation for human beings is to be abandoned to their own resources in the presence of evil.
But deliver us from evil.

The prayer began with the words Our Father it ends with the word evil. We must include both confidence and fear.  Confidence can give us strength enough not to fall as a result of fear.

A prayer inspired by the petitions of the ‘Lord’s prayer’
Holy Wisdom beyond our grasp,

Yet our nearest companion,
Let the day come

When you are recognised by all, as God.

May your reign of love and justice 

For the whole of creation

Come soon.

Let it come on earth

Just as it is in heaven,
And while we work and wait for that day,

We offer you bread and wine

And we receive a thousand fold –
This is a foretaste of your eternal banquet.

Forgive us the wrong we have done

As we forgive the wrong done to us;

And let us not be tested beyond our strength,

For we know that evil can destroy us.

For the real community is your community,

True service of others is your power

And a peace that the world cannot give 

Is your glory, forever and ever. Amen.

