Remembering 9/11
Bishop Paul Laverde of Arlington, Virginia, located near the Pentagon, wrote a pastoral letter to his people for the fifth anniversary of September 11 2001.   He said,  

“In the immediate wake of the Pentagon attack, one priest of our diocese who was in the vicinity went directly to the scene and prayed with and for those affected.  He told each of them, “Jesus is with you.” He speaks of how he repeatedly heard the response, “Yes.” Those who suffered realised that Christ was with them, he did not abandon his people in time of need.  Our response was first and foremost concrete.

“As we seek true peace by our work for justice, we must continually ask ourselves, How are we to respond to the terrorist attacks against our country?

· by forming our consciences so that our response is in accord with the teachings of Jesus Christ

· by seeking in prayer God’s guidance and wisdom in all our actions as a nation and as individuals

· by examining our behaviour in regard to those of the Islamic faith, especially those who live in our area, to see if we are acting out of vengeance or of justice

· by continuing to insist that the criteria for a just war are met*

· and by doing everything in our power to avoid the taking of innocent human life in military undertakings aimed at eliminating terrorism.”

“Revenge and resentment are deeply entrenched human emotions which we have all experienced.  Yet as Christians we know a higher road.”

Bishop John McCormack of Manchester, New Hampshire, said this year on the occasion of 9/11, 

“ Sept 11 has made us feel vulnerable,  Whether we recall the senseless loss of human life or the manifold heroism of so many, we are mindful of our human frailty, where all we know and hold dear can disappear in a second.  And in our frailty we are more open to embrace the vulnerability of people’s lives throughout the world.  Every day people go without food, without work, without shelter without medical care.  Each day people abandon their home, their city or their country to seek relief or refuge elsewhere.  In our quest to ban the terrorist, may we remain open to the legitimate plight of those who seek refuge and opportunity.

May this day be one of remembrance and resolve.  We cannot forget or undo what happened five years ago, but we can transform it, with the help of God’s grace into a commitment to honour heroism and to respect life – of every person and community both at home and abroad.  I pray that our woundedness may bend our hearts and strengthen our resolve to respond to the same in others, particularly the helpless, the hungry, the homeless and the abandoned.”

*
There are strict conditions for deciding if a military action is morally acceptable. These are set out in what is 
known as the Just War Theory.  All the following conditions must be met:

1. The damage inflicted by the aggressor on the nation or community of nations must be lasting, grave and certain;
2. all other means of putting and end to it must have been shown to be impractical or ineffective;
3. there must be serious prospects of success;
4. the use of weapons must not produce evils and disorders graver than the evil to be eliminated.

The Truth  
Written by  Michael Leunig.   Sung by The Idea of North.
	Dear God,

We struggle, we grow weary, we grow tired.

We are exhausted, we are distressed, we despair.

We give up, we fall down, we let go. We cry.

We wait quietly.

A small shy truth arrives.

Arrives from without and within.

Arrives and is born. Simple, steady, clear.

Like a mirror, like a bell, like a flame.

Like rain in summer.


	A precious truth arrives and is born within us,

Within our emptiness.

We accept it, we observe it, we absorb it.

We surrender to our bare truth.

We are nourished, we are changed.

We are blessed.  We rise up.

For this we give thanks.  

Amen.



